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Thoughts for Holy Week and April
Rev Steve Rollins

As I write we’ve just celebrated Mothering Sunday, Sul y Fam, Lent 4
as Laetare Sunday, when, among other things, we rejoice at the refresh-
ment it gives us during the long forty days of Lent, perhaps with a simnel
cake and a glass of something. Ahead of us still lie Passiontide, Palm Sun-
day, Sul y Blodau, and Holy Week, y Wythnos Fawr, culminating in the
Easter Triduum: Maundy Thursday, Go(o)d Friday and Holy Saturday, and
then the Joy of the Resurrection on the Easter Day!



I thought I could do worse for the beginning of April than to share
with you this month a poem translated by the poet from its original Welsh:

Palm Sunday
(Translation of Gweddi ar Sul Y Blodau) - Ruth Roberts Owen

The mule moved slowly beneath You,

her flesh, her bone and her muscle carrying
Your flesh, Your bones and Your muscle,
for you were made Man

with a body like ours.

Reaching the outskirts of town, adulation
exploded around You

rained like blows on Your body and head
for You knew what was prophesied...

Palm leaves scourged You till bloody,

words of false praise spat in Your innocent face;

hard kisses would hammer the nails that would pierce You -
Your side would be stabbed by their absolute blindness to Grace.
Was Your heart not riven, sweet Lord, by their raving?

They shouted, 'Hosanna!'

but You, as their God, knew the lie

Take Him and bind Him and break Him and mock Him
nail him to His Cross:

raise him up -

Crucified.

To me this sums up our experience through winter and early Spring: a
terrible beauty is born as we look around us in our fields and gardens.
Gradually, this gives way to the Easter season, the Resurrection, Ascension
and Return of the Messiah, the Christ as we say (the bits of our Lenten
Study course on the texts of Handel’s masterpiece that we didn’t study!).

One of these green shoots of recovery is the return to us of our Vicar
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Ruth, as she begins to take services for us again this month of April. Like
Chaucer’a pilgrims to Canterbury:

Whan that Aprille with his shoures soote,
The droghte of March hath perced to the roote
Thanne longen folk to goon on pilgrimages

Ruth’s pilgrimage has been through the drought and now we pray that
she will enjoy the sweet showers of renewal she has longed for this April,

as will we all. Amen.
Rev Steve Rollins

From the Rev Ruth Hansford

1. Independent Governance Review - March 2026 Diocese of Bangor

By now most people are aware that there have been some serious is-
sues with governance and leadership in the Diocese of Bangor and Bangor
Cathedral. These are now being addressed. As part of the process, an Inde-
pendent Governance Review was commissioned to review what had hap-
pened, identify the issues, and make recommendations as to how to go for-
ward with more robust measures in place to ensure the best governance
and leadership possible going forward.

It is good for us all to be aware of the issues, so we can pray knowl-
edgeably for all those involved, and take an informed and active part our-
selves in making our Church a place that proclaims good news in all it does

and the way that it does it.



For those who would like a little bedtime reading (it is only 18 pages!),
it can be found on the website of the Diocese of Bangor. Click on the Menu
button (left-hand side), then scroll down to Library, then Diocesan docu-
ments, then Independent Governance Review. I have also printed off a pa-
per copy, if people would prefer to borrow that.

With prayers for all those who serve God in the Diocese of Bangor and

the Church in Wales.

2. Invitation to Meirionydd Archdeaconry Extraordinary Synod
(These are two emails to Rev. Ruth from the Archdeaconry of Meirionydd)
2a. Dear friends in the Archdeaconry of Meirionnydd,

Following the recent decision not to appoint an interim Bishop, and the
confirmation that the Electoral College process to elect the next Bishop of
Bangor will restart this month, we would like to invite you to an extraordi-
nary meeting of Meirionnydd Synod. The purpose of the meeting will be to
offer the clergy and laity of our archdeaconry the opportunity to discuss to-
gether what we hope to see in our next bishop.

Date: Saturday, 18 April, 2026 Time: 2.00pm

Location: St Mary's Church, Dolgellau.
2b. We, Canon Miriam, and the Reverend Rhun ap Robert are among the
6 clergy, together with Susan Fogarty, Kevin Challinor, and Geraint
Williams who are among the 6 lay electors on behalf of our diocese with the

responsibility to elect our next bishop. As the five of us are from the



Archdeaconry of Meirionnydd, we have a strong voice on the Electoral
College.

It is therefore extremely important that we hear your opinion as rep-
resentatives of our people and our archdeaconry. We would especially
like to hear your expectations, your concerns, and your hopes regarding
what kind of Bishop you would like to see leading the Diocese of Bangor
into the future. We ask you, therefore, to encourage all members of your
Ministry Areas to attend. This meeting is an important opportunity for
our archdeaconry to pray together, and to express its voice and vision.

If anyone is unable to attend the meeting in Dolgellau, we would like to
invite people to write to us by email if you have something you would
like to contribute to our discussion. We believe it is important to give the
opportunity to contribute, so that we can represent everyone's opinion in
the process.

There will be plenty of panads available and we look forward to seeing
you there.

Blessings; Rhun, Miriam, Susan, Kevin, and Geraint
Rev. Ruth

Thank You

I just wanted to say thank you to everyone for their warm welcome
and great kindness as I continue my phased return to work. It has been so
lovely to start catching up with people in the church family and the com-

munity once people have figured who this lady with short curly grey hair



and a dog collar is! I have been very encouraged by the love shown in the
worship and ministry in our churches and communities, and the many signs
of God at work through all you are doing.

May God bless each of you,
Rev. Ruth

Ministry Area Council (MAC)

Following a request from a meeting of service leaders, Paul Inman has
been authorised by MAC as a Eucharistic Assistant in any of our churches.

MAC has approved the commissioning of Alan Fisher as a Worship
Leader. Provisionally, this will take place in Pennal Church in May, but ar-

rangements will be confirmed in the next Newsletter.
Roger Whitehouse

School Pastors
The three Trustees have signed their documents and the next stage is
to sign the Licence Agreement and send it back to Ascension Trust. We
are truly blessed that School Pastors are ecumenical and the Churches in

the area are supporting this venture. We have funds now to go ahead, but

we do require a secretary. This is not an onerous task as it would only in-
volve one, possibly two meetings annually.

Once the Licence Agreement is signed and sent to Ascension Trust,
the umbrella organisation, training can start. It is hoped that School Pas-

tors will be operational in September.



If you are interested in joining this ministry or becoming a Prayer Pas-
tor - a vital ministry while the Pastors are out in the community, please do

make contact - newtownpowys@streetpastors.org.uk

Fiona Covington Mann

Eco-Church.
Being told, at St. Cadfan’s, that buying “green gas” through the

Parish Buying scheme would increase our gas bill by around 20% is the
sort of thing that concentrates the mind. In particular, it raises the question
of what constitutes stewardship.. For many in positions of responsibility in
churches, the word means two things: a call to regular and substantial giv-
ing by church members, and a determination to spend as little as possible of
the church’s money. Any increase in the second of these two items tends to
be seen as irresponsible.

But what are we stewards of? In Genesis, God commands Mankind to
a€cerule the Earth and subdue it, as most translations have it. A subtle
shade of meaning in the original Hebrew is thereby lost. The word trans-
lated subdue actually also implies husbanding and caring for. I would like
to encourage all members of our Ministry Area to consider whether spend-
ing more of our churches’ resources on things which cost more here-and-

now might in fact be better stewardship on a wider scale.

Max Birchenough



Thy Kingdom Come!

hy Kingdom Come (TKC) is a global ecumenical prayer movement
that invites Christians around the world to pray from Ascension to Pente-
cost for more people to come to know Jesus.

Since it began in May 2016, God has grown TKC from a dream of
possibility into a movement which unites more than a million Christians in
prayer, in nearly 90% of countries worldwide, across 85 different denomi-
nations and traditions- so that friends and family, neighbours and col-
leagues might come to faith in Jesus Christ. Every person, household and
church are encouraged to pray during the 11 days in their own way. It is
our hope & prayer, that those who have not yet heard the Good News of
Jesus Christ and His love for the world, will hear it for themselves and re-
spond and follow Him. Specifically, we again invite each and every Chris-
tian across the globe to pray that God’s Spirit might work in the lives of 5
people who have not responded with their Yes to God’s call. Thy Kingdom
Come is an initiative that occurs every year between Ascension Day and
Pentecost, where people are asked to pray for 5 people to come to know
Christ. Last year, the congregation and visitors of St Petera€™s, Aberdyfi,
wrote the names of their 5 on pebbles and put them at the foot of the cross.
These pebbles were then put into the sea on Pentecost Sunday. There are
many ways of remembering the 5 - writing their names on leaves or hearts
on a tree, stars on a piece of dark blue paper, petals on a flower, or just us-
ing a rosary, for example. There are plentiful and excellent resources that

can be found on their website Thy KIngdom Come.
Fiona Covington-Mann
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCHES

St Peter’s Church, Aberdyfi

PLEASE NOTE
The Easter Sunday service is at an
earlier time of 10am.

As with all churches in our Bro Ystumanner area we have come
through Lent with anticipation now of our Easter Services. We will share
fellowship in Aberdyfi with our friends from Aberdyfi Presbyterian Chapel
for an Agape supper , Good Friday Meditation and Procession.

The Easter Sunday service (see above) will be at 10 am, not the usual
time. We look forwrd to welcoming Archdeacon Robert and hope he will
have time to arrive and park! Anyone planning to attend who does not live
within walking distance, needs to know that there is a planned Soap Box
Derby taking place in the village centre. Parking therefore may be difficult.
Copperhill St and Chapel Square will be closed from 6am to 9pm: route di-
version signs will be placed .

We then look forward to our Easter Messy Church Friday 10th April a
time to celebrate Gods not Dead .. No , He is Alive! See our Poster - all
welcome

We would like to wish a Peaceful Happy Easter to all.
Alison Sayes
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The Road to Easter
St Peter’s Abedyfi will have a display from Easter Day until Ascension
Day, entitled “The Road to Easter”. Do come and have a look and don’t

forget to collect your Easter egg. Fiona Covington Mann

St David’s Church, Abergynolwyn

The days are longer and brighter and whilst out and
about I have been delighted to see daffodils and prim-
roses, a reminder that once again Spring is with us bringing its wonderful
message of hope.

Despite the wet weather we welcomed 9 people to our Mothering
Sunday Service and Alison and Mary kindly provided refreshments after-
wards and there was a gift of Wild Flower Seeds to all the ladies (and one
or two men).

Our final Service in March will be a Holy Eucharist on Palm Sunday
(Sunday 29th March).

Moving forward, St David's Church will hold two Services during
April: Sunday 5th April - Holy Eucharist. Reverend Ruth Hansford will
be officiating at our Easter Day celebration and we look forward to wel-
coming her. Sunday 19th April - Morning Worship.

We look forward to welcoming as many people as possible at these
Services.

We continue to hold Gareth Evans and family in our thoughts and
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prayers. We also continue to pray for all who are suffering the misery of
war, homelessness and famine. We pray that those who are working to-
wards peace are successful in their mission and that just and lasting peace
may prevail.

All at St David's Church wish you a very Happy Easter.

Janet Wright

St Catherine’s Church, Arthog,

As the Lenten journey continues we begin to
look towards the Crucifixion and Resurrection of

Jesus Christ, Saviour of the world. His uncondi- f ¥

tional love for each and every person, and the for-
giveness and freedom found only in him are Good News indeed in our time
of such global war and turmoil.

St Catherine’s is right on an Eryri National Park path and also close to
Llwybr Cadfan. It is open daily for people to visit and pray, but we would
love to offer more to these visitors so are currently looking at ways in
which the building can be improved, hopefully incorporating a toilet.

Continued thanks to Rev George and Rev Steve for officiating at the
Mothering Sunday service and and to Carol Kind for her musical ministry.
Our next gathering will be a celebration service of communion at 3pm on

Easter Day, April 5th, followed by seasonal refreshments.
Catherine Horton
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St Mary & St Egryn, Llanegryn

Work at Llanegryn

» Church continues to

- ‘ move forward steadily,
- ” and it is encouraging to

: see how much has al-

\ ready been achieved. The
" I recent loss of VAT relief

¥

w111 almost certainly
‘“ mean that some of our

wider hopes have to be
viewed more cautiously, and it may be that certain non-essential parts of
our diversification plans will need to wait. For the moment, however, we
are simply grateful that the essential repairs are progressing well.

The Reynolds team are doing excellent work, and their care and crafts-
manship are already very evident. Over Mothering Sunday the graveyard
was a hive of activity, with the primroses in full bloom and looking particu-
larly abundant this year, adding greatly to the sense that spring has prop-
erly arrived. It really is a lovely moment to visit.

Dai and Ewan have also been hard at work clearing ivy and strimming
grass. The area around the sacred yew has altered beyond recognition over
the past two years and is becoming one of the most peaceful corners of the
churchyard. We very much hope that before too long someone may feel

moved to help us provide a circular bench there, as it is a place where one
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naturally wants to pause and take in the delightful panorama beyond.
At this time of year especially, there is something deeply heartening
in seeing both the church and its surroundings quietly coming back to
life, and we hope that those who come will feel something of the peace
this special place still offers.
At moments like this one is reminded how much these places still
have to give, both to those who care for them and to those who simply

pause there for a while.
William Williams Wynne

St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal

We approached Lent with a lovely Pennal family Christening with
Ioan Rowlands (4), baby sister Elis 1) , and cousin Celt Evans (14) join-
ing the church community.

Then into Lent with some well attended services. We were de-
lighted to welcome Rev Ruth (restricting herself just to read the
Gospel), but too late to realise that it was the longest one in the Chris-
tian year!

Alan Fisher continues to train with Rev Kath Rogers to become our
Worship Leader. His first service alone was on Mothering Sunday when
candles were lit and flowers given to all.

We now get ready for Holy Week and Easter. We have the tradi-
tional Compline on Maundy Thursday evening, and on Good Friday

Richard Ingard returns to give us an hour of contemplative music from
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11.00 to 12.00; and Rev Steve Rollins will lead us in Reflections at the
Cross from 2.00 to 3.00, ending as usual in our Calvary Garden. And on
Easter Day we will welcome Rev Nigel Adams to our full Choral Eucharist
with Richard Lingard leading us again in his Pennal Eucharist music.

Our Coffee mornings continue to be popular - the next one is on
Saturday April 11th, from 10.00 to12.00.

We have started collecting bottles (wine, juice, sauce ,all sorts) for our
tombola stall at the Summer Pennal Show. All contributions very much ap-
preciated.

And on the 21st April we will be sending our best wishes to Pat Wood
who will celebrate her 100th birthday - with memories of her many years of
service to Pennal Church.

A very Happy Easter to all.

Alan Fisher

St Cadfan’s Church, Tywyn.

We are delighted to be welcoming Revd.
Ruth back into her ministry here, stage by

stage, beginning with her leading our Inter-

cessions on Mothering Sunday. As time goes
on, she will move into leading services once &
more, and we shall be very glad of her in-

sightful ministry. In the meantime, we continue to be thankful for the

Revds. Nigel Adams, Steve Rollins, and Esther Yates, who have so ably

16



led our worship. We are privileged to have such a variety of experienced
preaching and care.

Our aged building continues to entertain us, with pigeons having
found a way back into the tower, and with a number of leaks and vulnera-
ble places, some discovered for us by Hi-Life in the annual survey they
now carry out for us. The stitch-in-time approach to finding problem areas
before they grow into major disasters is absolutely essential, we feel. We
are also considering the possibility of buying our gas from a green supplier,
via the Parish Buying scheme, though this has cost implications (see my
comments under Eco Church!)

Charles Benedetto has given notice that he no longer wishes to be a

churchwarden, so we are looking for someone to fill that role.
Max Birchenough.

Churchwarden
The last date for receipt of nomonations for Church warden or
Trustee (see details in the March Newsletter) is Easter Day, Sunday 5th

April.
Roger Whitehouse

Easter Monday Coffee Morning - 10,30 am to 12.30

This is in hand but help is still needed. Can you help serve? Make cak-
ses, scones or biscuits? Help setting up and clearing? Wash up? Contact
Sue Whitehouse with offers or queries (01654 710135).

Stalls for other churches welcome but must be arranged in advance as

we have a limited. number of tables.
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Crafts for Giving
The next regular meeting will be on Monday April 13 in St Cadfan's
Church (Glass Room) from 2 till 4 pm. Knitters, stitchers and natterers
welcome. Tea, coffee and biscuits are provided. All the items we produce
are given away, to individuals or charities (e.g Mission to Seafarers) and
almost all the yarn we use is donated or from our own stashes.

Any questions? Contact Sue Whitehouse 07789 442 035.

Love
Love. God’s love.
Coming closer, revealing compassion.
Tenderly, lovingly, graciously, lovingly!
Father!

Love. God’s love.

Proclaiming, miracles, praying, showing.

Sighing, bleeding, dying.

Rejected!

Resurrection, forgiveness, victorious, triumphant.
Conqueror, exalted, Hallelujah!

Jesus!

Love, God’s love.

Breathing, filling, anointing, blessing. Joy!

Surging, empowering, urging. Dynamic!

Healing, wholeness, fullness, peace. Overwhelming!
Tongues, fire, Kingdom life. Purging!

Holy Spirit!

Love. God’s love.
To you. To me. For us!
From God!!

Carol Thomas

18



April Dates for your Diary

Weekly events
1 Wed NO
Welcome Wednesday
5 Sun last day for Tywyn warden | St Cadfan’s Church
nominations
6 Mon |10.30 - Easter Fair Coffee Glass Room,
12.30 Morning St Cadfan’s Church
10 Fri [10-11.30 | Messy Church St Peter. Aberdyfi
11 Sat [10-12 Coffee morning St Peter ad Vincula,
Pennal
13 2-4pm Crafts for Giving St Cadfan Glass Room
Mon
17 Fri | midnight Last time for submission of | see back page
items for Maay newsletter
18 Sat |2 pm What do we hope to see in | St Mary’s Church,
our new Bishop Dolgellau
24 Fri |12.30 for Golden Girls lunch Victorian Slipway
Ipm
In the Pulpit

Preacher: "As I understand it, my job is to preach, and
your job is to listen.

If you finish before I do, please let me know."
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Services in Holy Week

Sunday 29th March — Palm Sunday

9.30am  Morning Worship St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril
10am Holy Communion St David’s, Abergynolwyn
10am Morning Worship St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal
11am All Age Worship St Cynon’s, Fairbourne

11.15am Holy Communion St Peter’s, Aberdyfi
11.15am Morning Worship St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

Wednesday 1st April
10.30am Holy Communion St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

Maundy Thursday 2nd April

6pm Compline St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal
6.30pm  United Agape Supper Presbyterian Chapel, Aberdyfi
7.30pm  Holy Communion St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

Good Friday 3rd April

10.30am Music for Reflection St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal

10.30am United Meditation Presbyterian Chapel, Aberdyfi

11.30am United Procession Presbyterian Chapel, Aberdyfi

12noon  United Procession leave from St David’s, Tywyn
(gather from 11.45)

2pm Reflections at the Cross St Peter ad Vincula, Pennal

2pm Reflections at the Cross St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

2pm Reflections at the Cross St Cynon’s, Fairbourne

4pm Stations at Stations ~ Wharf Station, Tywyn

~ \
/-

—
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Services in April from Easter Day

Regular Weekday Services
Wednesdays
10.30am  Holy Communion

StCadfan’s, Tywyn

(April 1 5”'—F0llowedbyPrayersforHealingand Wholeness)

Easter Day — Sunday Sth April

6am United Sunrise Service
9.30am  Holy Communion

10am Holy Communion

10am Family Holy Communion
Ilam Holy Communion

11.15am  Holy Communion

11.15am  Holy Communion

3pm Holy Communion

Sunday12th April- 2nd Sunday of Easter
10am Holy Communion
11.15am  Holy Communion
11.15am  Morning Worship

Sunday 19th April — 3rd Sunday of Easter

9.30am Holy Communion
10am Morning Worship

Ilam Holy Communion
11.15am  Morning Worship
11.15am  Holy Communion

3pm Evening Prayer

Sunday 26th April — 4th Sunday of Easter

Tywyn Seafront

St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril
St David’s,Abergynolwyn
StPeter adVincula,Pennal
St Cynon’s,Fairbourne

St Peter’s,Aberdyfi

St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

St Catherine's, Arthog

St PeteradVincula,Pennal
St Peter’s,Aberdyfi
StCadfan’s, Tywyn

St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril
St David's, Abergynolwyn
St Cynon’s,Fairbourne
StPeter’s ,Aberdyfi

St Cadfan’s, Tywyn

St Catherine's, Arthog

9.30am  Morning Worship St Celynnin’s, Llwyngwril

10am MorningWorship St PeteradVincula,Pennal

11.15am  Holy Communion St Peter’s,Aberdyfi

11.15am  All Age Worship St Cadfan’s, Tywyn
NOTE

Aberdyfi Easter Service now 10.00 am!
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CONTACTS

Vicar and Rev Dr Ruth Hansford 01654 710255
Ministry Area ruthhansford@cinw.org.uk
Team Leader
Self-Supporting  |Rev Christina ten Wolde 01654 767047
Associate Rev Dr Steve Rollins
Vicars 01654 288538 /07594
Rev George Williams 976699
(Distinctive Deacon) steverollins@cinw.org.uk
01341 250204
Retired Clergy Revs.Celia & Nigel 01654 711604
Adams
Readers SueWhitehouse 07789 442035
Meryl Gover 01654 710135
Licensed Lay Ministers
Pastoral Minister |Fiona Covington Mann 01654 711892
FamilyMinisters |Zoe Hobbs 01341 250993
Alison Sayes 07718046343
Pastoral Assistant | Paul Inman 07980 374770
& Worship Leader
Safeguarding Sue Whitehouse 07789 442035
Officer
Safeguarding Alan Fisher 01654 791651
Administrative
Assistant
Website manager | Scott Taylor 07790 442103

www.broystumanner
.com

scottptaylor@icloud.com

Newsletter editor

vacant

Administrator

RogerWhitehouse

01654 712275
roger-m-whitehouse
(@supanet.com
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Aberdyfi, St Peter

Churchwarden Alison Sayes [w] 07718046343
Warden Emeritus Eluned Fowles [w] 01654767570
Worship Leader David Rynn 01654 767935
Organist Fiona Covington-Mann 01654711892
Abergynolwyn,St David
Churchwarden JanetWright [w] 01654782632
Arthog, St Catherine

Ven Robert Townsend 07789940049
Fairbourne, St Cynon
Representative Rev GeorgeWilliams 01341250204
Llanegryn, St Mary & St Egryn
Churchwarden William Williams Wynne
Llanfihangel-y-Pennant, St Michael
Administrator Roger Whitehouse 01654712275
Llangelynnin Old Church, St Celynnin
Deputy Churchwar- | Pat Griffiths 01341250131
den
Llwyngwril, St Celynnin
Deputy Churchwar- | Pat Griffiths 01341250131
den
Worship Leader Sandy Lovett 01341 250788

Pennal, St Peter ad Vincula

Churchwardens

Alan Fisher

01654791651

[w] also Worship leader
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Tywyn & Bryncrug, St Cadfan

Churchwardens Charles Benedetto 01654710640/
07707 483612
John Vaughan Jones 01654 712116
Warden Emeritus Meryl Gover 01654710135
Sacristan Linda Birchenough 01654288473
Organists Max Birchenough 01654288473
Carol Thomas 01654712652
Flowers Margaret Evans

Sarah Taylor

The last date for items for the May Newsletter is
FRIDAY 17 APRIL.

Pleases can you send emails to my usual email address
(mvgover@hotmail.com) AND ALSO to
mvbgover@gmail.com (note the “b”) as hotmail is sometimes
losing emails or mis-downloading attachments at present.
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